g OF <YPRUS

Digenis Akritos was tHie bravest of all Akrites (=border guards) wiror guarded thre
bovrdery of Byzantiwm. He way the tervor of the Saracensy n the mouwntains of Al
Minor. One day he wasy persecnting there o brave Saracen, who woas defeated many
fumes v past fuels by Digenis: Sarocen Hrew decided to- leave Asia Minor wirenw e
realized e cowld not escape from his hands He got into- a boot and headed for
Cyprus:. Digenis sow him un He middle of the sea and. decided to- hunt hime
Cyprus.

The Saracen arrived un the shores of Kyremia (Nortv Cyprwns) and proceeded un
Kytivrea U order to- stride over the plain of Mesaoria and reack v Famagusto to- get
wnto- another boot Un ovder to- go- to- Syria. These way Digenis would lose his tracks:

Papioy, the dauglhter of Pygmalion and Galatea, morried o Syrion, Hie Sandoko, wiro
lived v Cyprus at that time, but buwidt Heir home v Clicia and there acquived teir
son, Kunyras: Eventually, Clicia was hit by fomine. Kunyrasy and iy friends set soil un
the hope to- find a more fertle area so-they arrived at the land of Cyprus, on tHre coast
where Aphurodite emerged: Happy withv tihe land they found, they buidt a city and
named Paphos (us motirver) and un the center tivey buldt tive temple of Venuws becawnse
they believed that she led them v her hometown. Kinyray wasy Hhe furst king of the
prospevous and peaceful Paphoy according to- mythology.

Kinyras the

founder of the

city of SEeiles

Aplhwrodite was born in Cyprug, well not born exactly becanse as Hre story goes, she was
"foon born'. Her fother un o manner of speaking woas Uranumy (Fotiver Heaven). [n fact her
conception was cowsed by her half-brotiver Cronos. He way a son of Uranuwy and Gaea
(Mother Eartiv) and at iy mother’s instigation had castrated iy fativer withv a sickle. The
resudtant blood that daripped from his severed ovrgan (ay U was carried off on Hhe shoulder
of Cronoy) created a race of glandts, the nymphy and the furies, as they landed un the sea,
wiite foom way created from the friction of woter and flesiv This foam formed tie shhape of
o beavtifull woman wiren UF came to- the Bland of Cyprus. When Aplurodite stepped on the
ROCcie#of ;Digenisy— grownd, beautiful flowers blossomed, anemones ands bonnets, wiich to-this day sl bloow
' o the rotks v Papios She has also been called "Godessy of Love! "Cytherea," " Cypris," "
Be e tots ROmi1ou Cyprias’ and"Hhe Cypriate. Since them, Coprus became the favorite idand. for the goddess
of Love. wirere drhe preferred to- woend all of lher +Lme.

Adonis Looked and behared. like an mmortad. He was the lover of Aphwodite, just Like Ares
(the god of war). Being jealows, Ares tuurned himself indo- o wild boar and terrorized the
district of Papioy, killing the inhabitanty withv suciv brutality Hhat news of tis boor spread
ol arovwnd the Bland. Adonis being o hunter gnored Aphurodites warnings against haunting
wild animaly and. set out to- stop the beast from killing his countrymen:

Ares, as a wildh boor, awaited Adonis and ron so- fost that he gathvered dust around him,
blinding tire young boy. The boar Hren attacked, wounding Adonis and left without trying to-
help the hunter. Aphurodite heard his dying grooms and rusihed to- tihe scene only to- arrive
too- late: Aphurodite hanrried to- Adoniy i her chariot, but his soul had already descendeod
unto- the Underworlo ln despain, she sprinkled nectar on Adonis’ wounds: Ay Aphurodite bore
her lover's body owt of the woodly, crimson anemones sprung wp where each drop of blood
ande nectar fell ondo- the eartiv It 5 said Hhat that the wind wich blows the blossoms open,
wll soow afterwards blow the pefals away; so- it 5 called Hhe Anemone, or Wind Flower, for - -
that which brings forth ity life, ends it Adonis and the anemone >
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Aphwrodite was overcome withv grief and. eventually begged Zews for Hre retuurn of her lover. wind filower
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Iy o sweet dessent wine made n the Commandaria reglon of Cyprus on the foothilly of the Troodos
Mouwntoing: Iy made from sun-diried grapes named Xynisteri and black grapes and Huwouglv Uy
produsction method i often reaches high aleohol levels, aliready before fortification: I represents
o ancient wine style dotuwmented in Cyprus back - 800 BC and has the distinction of being Hhe
worldly oldest named wine stll v production, withv e name Commandario doting back to- e
crusades i tive 12He century. The wine has a riche history, said to- date back to- the time of the
ancient Greeks, wirere o way a populor drink ot festivals: A dried grape wine from Cyprusy was
. S » first kinowwn to- be deseribed in 800 BC by tie Greek poet Hesiodh and was knoww, by muc later,
TRl 1« Coict o The bistory of the Cupras winw L minglac vttt wershir o Ak st
Pygmalion wiro- Unved at Amatws was dedicated to- iy work as a sevdptor and was not
unterested ine women: Aphwrodite took puty v hime and took the form of tive most beawtiful |
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dreann and set owt to- carve iy lovely creature. He created a stote made of ivory and fell in
love witiv U to- the extent that e would talk to- Ut and gativered flowersy for ot

On the day of Aphwoditely festival at Amativug, Pygmalion took witiv i an offering of
great value and prayed that his statue be given Life. Aphurodite way moved and helped hinm
by granting him iy fasov. 8 5
When he refurned home, Pygmalion found Hie statue was alive, named her Galatea and Pygmalion and
asked her to- be Wiy wife. Galatea accepted and nine months later they had o daunghter Galatea - The
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Rigaina (=gueen) W the most kinown and: mysteriows person of Hie legends and traditions of Cyprus: She o associated with
kings, warriors, with Digenisy Akiitas, and other mysterions persons: Wit no- dowbt, Hhe name rigaina is medieval. n Hhi
period Cyprus was a Fronkisiv kingdom, so- (F had. rigades and rigaines (wirich means, kings and gueens). The chavacteristic
of Huis famows Cyprusy Rigainas vary; sometimes sihe Uy goool-hearted, sometimes she g cruel and revengeful, and sometime
militant campaigner, once again weak and defenseless, wsually resides in highv peaks or withdrawn v remote caves. Bu
she Uy alwaysy beantiful, prowd and uscrutable. She lhhast got o name: They all know- her as Rigaina, the gueen. Normall
she & very richv and hagy hidden treasnres that many have tried before to- find them but v vaine The mythologica
locationy related to- Rigaina are nwmerows and ol over Cypruy.

1) On the hill Heron Athalassa, near Nicosia, the tradition wanty Hhe palace of RigainaThe plain arouwnd belonged. +
Rigaina: Narrated that once, ot the time of harvest; Rigaina informed that the enemies arrived. She Hien pleased Godl +
st there ot e road to- Larnaca
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Adoniy looked and berarved like an immortal. He was the lover of Aphurodite, just like
Ares (the god of wuor). Being jealows, Ares turned himself into- a wild boar and
terrovized tihve district of Paphos, killing the inhabitantsy withv such brutality that
news of thisy boor spread all arouwnd Hie Uland. Adonlsy being a hunter gnored
Aplrodites warnings against huunting wild animaly and set ot to- stop Hie beast from
killing his cowntrymen.

Ares, asy a wild boar, awaited Adonisy and ran so fast Hat he gativered dust around
him, blinding tie young boy. The boar then attacked, wounding Adonis and Lleft | |6 2N S
withouwt trying to- help the haunter. Aphurodite heard his dying groansy and rushed to- Adonis and the
the scene ondy to- arrive foo- late. Aphwodite hwrried to- Adondis v her chariot, but his
soul had alrready descended into- the Underworlo: (n despair, she sprinkled nector on
Adonlsy wounds. Ay Aphuodite bore her lover's body owt of the woods, crimson
anemones sprung wp where each doop of blood and nector fell onto the eartiv It s said
petals oway; so- F iy called e Anemone, or Wind: Flower, for that wirtieh brings fortv
Aphurodite wos overcome withv grief and eventually begged Zews for the returw of her
lover. Zews promised to- ask Persepirone, the gueen of Hie wnderworlod, only to- realize
that she also- hhad fallen v love witiv the young boy and wouwld not let him go Zews
therefore decided tat Adonis could live where he pleased for four months, provicded
he divided tie rest of his tume between tHre two- goddesses. Adonis chose to- live four
months with Persephone and eight withe Aphuodite.

anemone — wind
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Iy o adrear Un Hie Akamay pendivnsda between Polis and Coape Arnaowti. It derived s name
from o small grotto- shaded by an old fig tree, v the watery of whiich, legend hay U the
goddess Aphwrodite wsed to- bative. According to- mytiology, His s wirere she met her lover
Adonis
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Kinyras, the mytivical king of Pafoy and Higlv Priest of the Temple of Aphurodite had a daunglter called

Smyrna. She way such o beavtiful gurl Hhat daved to- provoke tHie goddess of love, Venns: The goddess was
enwraged, and. wanted to- avenge. So- Ve breatihved, un her Wst for her own father, Kinyras and,
kinowing that he was v love witiv her, transformed. Smyrna so- that she would look Uke her. Kunyras
was unabple to- recognize his daughter and made love witiv her. Smyrna became pregnant from this
mating. When Kingrasy realized. wiat had happened. he was owtraged. and woanted to- punisiv his
davghter and chased her withe o sword to- kil her. But the last moment Venuws nfervened and
trovnsformed the wnfortunate gurl i the homonymows fragrant plant: The sword of Kinyras decapitated

Cyprus U also connected to- the love story of Adonis and Apluwodite. Adonls Bativg Located
v KU Paphoy, s one of the most beantiful and uwnique arveas uv Cyprus: Tradition says
that Adonis the Godl of Beawty tended his hovses un this place and hunted un the Akamas
forest:

Popwlar tradition connecty Adonis Boaths withv the legendary vusit of Digenis Akritas: The
Story seys that he put one foot ow eaci side of tive Rver Masrokolymbos and drank water
from Hre baths Until Huiy day there s a place called Digenis feet:

Adonis Baths

Towrists visiting this fabulowy peninsda, pay o ypecial visit to- He popudar Bativ of Aphurodite. According
to- the mythy, Adonis drank water from Hie lagoon and Huiy s how he fell un love witiv Aphwrodite (Venws).

I Homerie legend, tie founder of Salamis, Teucer, was the son of King Telamon and iy wife Hestone, wiro-
was the daunghter of King Laomedon of Troy. This Uneage made Tewcer Hie cousin of the legendary Hector
and Pariy of Troy, but Tewcer fought against all of them, as he was an opponent of Troy uv the Trojan War.
It & soaid Tewcer fought in the Woar as an arciher, but his shoty at Heetor were deflected by Apollo: At one
pont Heetor thurew a large rock at Tewcer, unjuring him:. While his injury prevented hvim from fighting for
a tme, he way sald to- be one of the ndividualy wiro bwaded Troy un the Trojan horse. Tewcer's half-
brother, Ajax committed swicide, for which King Telamon disowned Tewcer, leading him to- flee to- Cyprus,

wiere he founded Solamis. The ancient city originates back to- 1100 BC — after tihe Trojaon War — wiven AphrOdlte
Salamisy way the capifal of Cyprus. Being buried beneativ sand for more Hian a thowsand yeary saned \
Salamis from destruction: Coing discovered from the Middle Adges around the citd's basilica indicate there Salamls

The Akamay peninsuda, located n e nortiv-western part of Cyprus, un 48 kilometers from Paphos, s

: T | This unigue nature reserve, created by nature Uself, af the firsk acquaintonce iy amazing: U seems that

nowhere hay more cdean air, so- blindingly bright sun and crystal cdear water of mouwntain streams:

Maybe becaunse of Hre rare beauty of flowers and herbs, preserved ondy i Akamas, and once U grows
all over Cyprus, the legendary Homer called it - "Hie fragrant island. flowers."

B The ancient history of the peningula iy closely linked to- Greek mythology. For example, the mytiv

W felling of Thesews, the winning Crefan movster - the Minotawr with the help of the king's daughter

Arladne, in one of iy heavily modified variants Hat takes wy to- Cyprus:

Myths and The ship on witich Thesews escaped from Crete witiv his beloved Ariadine and her sister Phaedra along

withv persons rescued from the monster came to- the shores of Cyprus after a terrible storm. Here tive hervo
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Akamas swimming. After some tume Thesews retwrned. fo- her and bitterly learned that Ariadne died during

Retfurning to- s native Athens, wivere he wos o king, Thesews married Hhe sister of Ariadne, wio- gone

hinmv two- sons: Many yeary later, one of Hhem - Akamas, famous for hisy strengtiv and agility, succeeded

Thesews on thve thurone. After the abduction of Helew by Paris— son of tive Trojan king- Akamasy way sent

to- Troy to- demand among othver Greeks the return of Helen fo- her hwsband. There the Trojan princess

Laodike fell in Love withv Akamas and soon bore him a son. Unable to- return to- s hometown because

of the connection withe Laocdike which was not inferrupted duving the siege of Troy, Akamas was




